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CELEBRANDO DIVERSIDAD:
BICULTURAL HEALTH CARE FOR HISPANICS IS A NATIONAL PRIORITY

Join Hispanic physicians, medical students, policymakers, and healthcare industry representatives at our annual conference. This year, NHMA celebrates its
11th Conference with partners from the Federal and State governments and the private sector. The conference brings together experts from across the
nation to share their experience in eliminating health disparities for Hispanics and is accredited for CME and CNE.*

Hispanics have become the largest ethnic group in the United States and there is a great need to understand how to deliver culturally relevant health care
services to them. Learn from experts on how to enhance academic programs, community-based research, medical practices, and health policies targeting
Hispanics.

Conference Educational Objectives
• Adopt new treatment modalities and strategies to educate Hispanic patients with diabetes, cancer, HIV/AIDs, obesity, cardiovascular disease, asthma,

alzheimer’s disease, depression and renal disease in order to decrease morbidity and mortality in their medical practices or in their organization.
• Analyze cultural competence, literacy, and language services programs that have been used for Hispanic populations and adopt lessons learned for

their medical care practices or their organizations.
• Explain how current Federal health policy addressing eliminating disparities in health & programs (access, diversity in the health professions,

language and cultural competence services, data collection, office of minority health ) affect the health status of the Hispanic community.

* CME & CNE information (see pg. 6)
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National Hispanic Medical Association 11th Annual Conference
“CELEBRANDO DIVERSIDAD: BICULTURAL HEALTH CARE FOR

HISPANICS IS A NATIONAL PRIORITY”
Crowne Plaza Hotel - Riverwalk • San Antonio • TX • March 22—25, 2007

Thursday, March 22, 2007
4:00 P.M. REGISTRATION OPENS - CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL

8:30 A.M. - 3:30 P.M. NHMA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING (CLOSED)

1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH CAREERS AT NIH (TENTATIVE)

6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. OPENING RECEPTION - INSTITUTE OF TEXAN CULTURES

Friday, March 23, 2007
7:00 A.M. REGISTRATION/EXHIBIT HALL/HISPANIC HEALTH RESEARCH POSTER SESSION

8:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M. BREAKFAST SYMPOSIUM - CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE
Gabriel Navar, PhD, Chair of AHA’s High Blood Pressure Research Council, Co-Director, Hypertension and
Renal Center of Excellence, Tulane University Health Sciences Center, New Orleans, LA

Hugo Alvarez, MD, Medical Director, Access Community Health Network, Chicago, IL

Ismael Nuno, MD, Assistant Professor of Cardio Thoracic Surgery, USC School of Medicine, Chief, Cardiac
Surgery Service, USC Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA

10:00 A.M. PLENARY SESSION 1: “BICULTURAL HEALTHCARE IN U.S. AND MEXICO “
Elena Rios, MD, MSPH, President & CEO, NHMA, Washington, DC

President Vicente Fox, Immediate Past President, Mexico

Julio Frenk, MD, Minister of Health, Mexico 

John Agwunobi, MD, MBA, MPH, Assistant Secretary for Health

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Congresswoman Hilda Solis (CA - 32), Chair & Congressman Charlie Gonzalez (TX-20)

Congressional Hispanic Caucus Health Task Force

11:00 A.M. PLENARY SESSION 2: “STATE INNOVATIONS TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF HISPANICS”
Garth Graham, MD, MPH, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Minority Health
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Panel: Directors, State Offices of Minority Health 

11:45 A.M.-12:15 P.M. PLENARY SESSION 3: “LEADERSHIP IN HISPANIC HEALTH”
Francisco Cigarroa, MD, President, The University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio

Fernando Guerra, MD, MPH, Director, San Antonio Metropolitan Health District, San Antonio, TX

12:30 P.M. - 2:00 P.M. PLENARY SESSION 3/ LUNCH: “CHILDHOOD OBESITY & PUBLIC HEALTH ADVOCACY” 
Keynote: John Lumpkin, MD, MPH, Senior Vice President, Healthcare Group, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

NHMA Leadership Fellows Policy Recommendations:
*U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Minority Health
*U.S. - Mexico Bi-National Insurance Program

2:00 P.M. - 3:30 P.M. WORKSHOP SESSION A
A.1 Health Professions Education: Future Direction of Medical Curriculum Development

Angela Sauaia, MD, PhD, Associate Professor of Medicine and Preventive Medicine, University of Colorado

Norma Martinez Rogers, PhD, RN, President-Elect of the National, Association of Hispanic Nurses,
Associate Professor/Clinical, Department of Family Nursing Care, San Antonio, TX

Leonel Vela, MD, MPH, Dean, Regional Academic Health Center, UTHSC, TX



A.2 Policy: Medicare Update

Captain Epifano Elizando, PhD, MS, PA-C, Regional Administrator VI, Dallas, TX

Samuel H. Fleet, President & CEO of National Employee Benefit Companies (NEBCO), Warwick, RI

Kevin Barnett, MBA, Senior Vice President, Cambell Alliance, Morrisville, NC

Jon Weizenbaum, MSW, Deputy Commisioner, Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services, Austin, TX

A.3 Clinical:  Obesity and Diabetes Innovative Treatment 

Cecilia Pozo-Fileti, MS, RD, President, Latino Health Communications, Anna Arbor, MI

Jose Rodriguez, MD, Assistant Professor, Florida State University College of Medicine, Miami, FL

Robert Trevino, MD, Social and Health Research Center, San Antonio, TX

Debbie Chang, Senior Vice President and Executive director, Nemours Health and Prevention Services,
Wilmington, DE

Kristine Kelsey, Phd, RD, Principal Investigator, Center for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention,
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC 

A.4 Practice Issues: Quality Health Care and Communications Technology

Samuel De Leon, MD, Vice President of Medical Affairs, Chief Medical Officer, Urban Health Plan, Inc.
Bronx, NY

Lydia Chevere, Social Security Administration, Baltimore, MD

Debbie Prior, Senior Vice President, SNB Bank, Austin, TX

Mark Diaz, MD, Qualified Medical Evaluator, Alivio Medical Group, Sacramento, CA

A.5 Research: Chronic Disease Research

Miguel Pena-Ruiz, MD Medical Resident, Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center at El Paso, TX 

Amparro del Socorro Castillo-Richmond, MD, MS, Director, Diabetes Research, Mid-West Latino
Research, Training, and Policy Ctr, Chicago, IL 

Carmen T. Ramirez, EdD, RN, Chair of Department of Nursing, Professor, University of Arkansas for
Medical Sciences, AR

Tere Villot, RN, BS, President, National Association Hispanic Nurses, Philadelphia, PA

3:30 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. BREAK IN EXHIBIT HALL

4:00 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. WORKSHOP SESSIONS B
B.1 Health Professions Education: Cultural Competence Training

Richard D. Fantozzi, MD, Chair, International Medical Education Committee, Medical Board of California

Martha A. Medrano, MD, MPH, Director, Hispanic Center of Excellence,

University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio

Mark Gelula, PhD, Assistant Professor & Director of Faculty Development

Department of Medical Education, College of Medicine, University of Illinois, Chicago, IL

B.2 Policy: Medicaid and SCHIP Update

Diane Rowland, ScD, Executive Director -Kaiser Foundation (Medicaid), Washington, DC

Wendy Wolf, M.D., President & CEO of Maine Health Access Foundation, Augusta, ME

Thomas Gustafson, PhD, Deputy Director of Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Baltimore, MD

Chris Traylor, Associate Commissioner for Medicaid-CHIP Division, Texas Health and Human Services
Commission, Austin, TX

Juan Flores, PhD, Executive Director, La Fey Health Policy and Advocacy Center, San Antonio, TX

B.3 Clinical: Chronic care

Kathy Berra, MSN, NP, FAAN, Stanford Center for Research in Disease Prevention, Stanford University, Palo
Alto, CA

Barbara Aranda-Naranjo, RN, PhD, FAAN, Deputy Director, Division of Community Based Programs for
HIV/AIDS, U.S. DHHS, Health Resources and Services Administration
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Sheila Gittens, RD, MS, Diabetes Program Coordinator, Lutheran Family Health Center, Brooklyn, NY

Antonio Duran, Project Coordinator, Education/Prevention, Community Pediatrics, UTHSCSA, TX

B.4 Practice Issues: Exploring Alternative Career Opportunities

Benjamin Chu, MD, President, Southern California Region of Kaiser Foundation Health Plan and
Hospitals, CA

Sylvia Montero, Director, Worldwide Talent Development and Human Resources, Pfizer, NY

David Valdez, Regional Medical Director, Aetna Inc., SW Region, San Antonio, TX

B.5 Research: Women’s Health Research

Marjaneh M. Fooladi, MSN, WHNP, FNP, PhD, Specialty Advisor for WHNP, UT at El Paso, TX

Elsa Grace-Giardina, MD, Director, Center for Women’s Health and Gender Biology, Columbia University,
NY

Adeline Yerkes, RN, MPH, State Liaison, Office of Women’s Health & Chief, Chronic Disease Service
Oklahoma State Department of Health, OK

Amelie Ramirez, DrPH, Director, Institute for Health Promotion, UTHSCSA, San Antonio, TX

Valerie Montgomery-Rice, MD, Executive Director, Center for Women’s Health Research, Meharry Center
for Health Disparities, Nashville, TN

6:00 P.M. - 7:30 P.M. RECEPTION IN EXHIBIT HALL — supported by PhRMA

Book Signing: David E. Hayes-Bautista, PhD, Editor, The Art of Healing Latinos – Invited

Saturday, March 24, 2007
7:30 A.M. REGISTRATION/EXHIBIT HALL/HISPANIC HEALTH RESEARCH POSTER SESSION

8:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M. BREAKFAST SYMPOSIUM:  DEPRESSION AND HISPANICS
Pedro Delgado, MD, Professor and Chairman, Department of Psychiatry, The University of Texas Health
Science Center at San Antonio, San Antonio, TX

David Satcher, MD, PhD, DFAPA, FACP, FAAFP, Director, Center of Excellence on Health Disparities,
Poussaint-Satcher-Cosby Chair in Mental Health, 16th Surgeon General of the United States, Morehouse
School of Medicine, Atlanta, GA

Julio Licinio, MD, Chairman of Psychiatry, University of Miami, Miami, FL – Invited

10:00 A.M. PLENARY SESSION 4: “CULTURAL ISSUES IN THE MANAGEMENT OF DIABETES TYPE 2
AND HISPANIC PATIENTS” — supported by Novo Nordisk

Moderator: Conchita Paz, MD
Family Care Associates, Las Cruces, NM

Jacqueline Salas-Spiegel, MD
Columbia University Medical Center, New York, NY

Leonel Villa-Caballero MD, PhD
University of California, San Diego, San Diego, CA

11:30 A.M.- 12:30 P.M. BREAK IN EXHIBIT HALL

12:30 P.M. - 2:00 P.M. PLENARY SESSION 5/LUNCH: “NATIONAL HEALTH PREPAREDNESS AND OTHER
PRIORITIES FOR HISPANIC HEALTH PROFESSIONALS”
Frances Fragos Townsend, Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism, Author,
White House’s “Lessons Learned” report on Hurricane Katrina, Washington, DC – Invited

Joxel Garcia, MD, Senior Vice President & Senior Medical Advisor, Maximus Federal Services, Reston, VA

Jaime H. Rivera, M.D., F.A.A.P., Director, Division of Public Health, Delaware Health and Social Services,
Dover, DE



2:00 P.M. - 3:30 P.M. WORKSHOP SESSIONS C
C.1 Health Professions Education: Incorporating Public Health into Medical and Nursing Curriculum

Gabriel Garcia, MD, Associate Professor of Medicine, Stanford University, CA

Flavia  Mercado, MD, Director, Multi-Cultural Affairs, Grady Health Systems, Atlanta, GA 

America Facundo, PhD, Education Co-Director, Hispanic Center of Excellence, Director University of
Puerto Rico, School of Medicine, PR

Maria Soto-Green, Director, Vice Dean, University of Medicine and Dentistry at New Jersey - the New
Jersey Medical School, President, Hispanic-Serving Health Professions Schools, Inc.

Mary Aquilino, MSN, PhD, FNP, Assistant Dean and Director of the Master of Public Health Degree
Program, University of Iowa School of Public Health, IO

C.2 Policy: Obesity and Diabetes Federal and State Policy

William Dietz, MD, Ph.D, Director of Division of Nutrition and Physical Activity, Center for Disease Control
and Prevention, Atlanta, GA – Invited

Michelle Simon, JD, MPH, Director, Center for Informed Food Choices, Oakland, CA

Gail Woodward-Lopez, MPH, RD, Associate Director of the Center for Weight and Health at UC Berkeley, CA

Virginia Zamudio, RN, MSN, CDE, Partner with the San Antonio Alamo Diabetes Team, LLP, San Antonio, TX 

Griffin Rodgers, MD, Chief of Molecular and Clinical Hematology Branch, Co-chair of NIH Obesity Task
Force, National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Disorders, National Institutes of Health,
Bethesda, MD

C.3 Clinical Updates: Women’s Health

Janis Bierman, MS, Senior VP for Education and Health Promotion, March of Dimes, NY

Jane Dimmitt Champion, PhD, FNP, CS, Associate Professor, Department of Family Nursing, UTHSCSA, TX

Himirce Vazquez, MD, State Coordinator, DHHS Office of Women’s Health, Bureau of Maternal and Child
Health, Puerto Rico Department of Health, PR

C.4 Practice Issues: Hospital Programs for Hispanics 

Diego Chaves-Gnecco, MD, MPH, Program Director, Salud Para Ninos, Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, PA

Lisa Moreno-Walton, MD, MS, Lincoln Medical & Mental Health Center, Bronx, NY 

Robin D. Froman, RN, PhD, FAAN, Dean, Department of Family Nursing Care, UTHSCSA, San Antonio, TX

Robert L. Jimenez, MD, Chairman, University Health System’s Board of Managers, San Antonio, TX 

C.5 Research: Social Determinants of Health

Camara Phyllis Jones, MD, MPH, PhD, Research Director, Social Determinants of Health, National Center for
Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, Atlanta, GA

Bertha Armendariz, MD, Migrant Clinicians Network, Austin, TX

Richard A. Rodriguez, Director, Counseling and Psychological Services, University of Colorado at Boulder, CO

3:30 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. BREAK IN EXHIBIT HALL

4:00 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. WORKSHOP SESSIONS D
D.1 Health Professions Education: Hispanic Faculty Development from a Dean’s Perspective

Nilda P. Peragallo, Dr PH,RN, FAAN, Dean, University of Miami’s School of Nursing and Health Studies, Miami, FL

Ciro Sumaya, MD, MPH, Dean, School of Rural Public Health, Texas A&M V. College, Station, TX

William. L. Henrich, MD, MACP Dean, School of Medicine Vice President for Medical Affairs The
University of Texas at San Antonio, TX

D.2 Policy: U.S. - Mexico Border Health 

Moderator: Dan Reyna MSS, MPA, Executive Director, Mexico Binational Health Commission, El Paso, TX

Guillermo Mendoza, MD, MPH, Program Officer, Border Health Alliance, Pan American Health
Organization,  Regional Office of WHO,  El Paso, TX
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Eduardo J. Sanchez, MD, MPH,  Professor and Director, The Institute of Health Policy, The University of
Texas School of Public Health, Austin, TX

Mario Gutierrez, MPH, Director of Agricultural Worker & Binational Health Program, California
Endowment, Sacramento, CA

Kathi Light, EdD, MSN, RN, President of the Texas Nurses Association, Dean of the School of Nursing and
Health Professions at University of the Incarnate Word, San Antonio, TX

D.3 Clinical Updates: Children’s Health

Marisa Herran, MD, Maternal and Child Health Bureau, HRSA Bright Futures for Infants, Children and
Adolescents, Rockville, MD

Lorena M Siqueira MD, FAAP, Director, Adolescent Medicine, Miami Children’s Hospital, Miami, FL

Witherspoon, Nsedu Obot, MPH, Executive Director, Children’s Environmental Health Network (CEHN),
Washington, DC

Rosa Maria Solorzano, MD, MPH, Executive Director, TeenSmart International, Georgia State University,
Atlanta GA

Carmen Ramirez, RN, Ph.D, Program Director, Latino Nursing, Catholic, University of America, Washington, DC

D.4 Practice Issues:  Current Issues

Cesar Aranguri, MD, King-Drew Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA

Luben Montoya, Senior Civic Rights Analyst, Office of Civic Rights, DHHS

D.5 Research: Hispanic Health Research 

Patricia Cavazos-Rehg, PhD, Washington University School of Medicine, WA 

Francis Chesley, MD, Office of Extramural Research, Education & Priority Populations - AHRQ, Rockville, MD

Roberto Villareal, MD, Director, S. Texas Health & Resources Center, TX

Antonia Villaruel, PhD, Director, Center for Health Promotion, University of Michigan School of Nursing, MI

6:30 P.M. - 7:30 P.M. RECEPTION & MARIACHI — Supported by GSK Heartfelt Campaign

GSK Heartfelt Campaign Results

San Antonio All District Mariachi Group

7:30 P.M. - 12:00 A.M. AWARDS BANQUET

Welcome: Luis Estevez, MD, Chairman, NHMA Board of Directors 

Keynote: Henry Cisneros, CEO, CityView

NHMA HISPANIC LEADERSHIP AWARDEES:

Government: Congressman Ciro Rodriguez (TX-23)

Congressman Charlie Gonzalez (TX-20)

Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA-34)

Academic: Fernando Trevino, Ph.D., MPH
Dean, North Texas School of Public Health

Maria Soto Greene, M.D.
Vice Dean, University of Medicine and Dentistry at New Jersey - the New Jersey Medical
School
President, Hispanic-Serving Health Professions Schools, Inc.

Corporate: Lou Melendez, Vice President, Major League Baseball

Elliott Pellman, MD, Medical Director, Major League Baseball 

Presidents, Hispanic Health Professional Associations and Hispanic Medical Societies

DANCE - JOE POSADA JAZZ QUARTET



Sunday, March 25, 2006
8:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M. BREAKFAST SYMPOSIUM: DEALING WITH DEMENTIA IN THE HISPANIC POPULATION

Katherine Flores, MD, Director, UCSF Fresno Latino Center for Medical Educational Research, California
Area Health Education, Center & Health Education Training Center, Fresno,CA

Patrick Griffith, MD, Professor of Clinical Medicine Neurology/Psychiatry, Chairman, Department of
Neurology, Meharry Medical College, Nashville, TN

Rafael Lantigua, MD, Professor of Clinical Medicine Director, Center of the Active Life of Minority Elders
(CALME), Columbia University, New York, NY – Invited

Pablo Hernandez, MD, Administrator, Mental Health Division, WyomingDepartment of Health, Cheyenne, WY
– Invited

10:00 A.M. - 11:30 A.M. PLENARY SESSION 6: TRADITIONAL MEDICINE AND LATINO CARE
Jacobo Kupersztoch, Executive Director, Centro Comunitario Mexicano, Dallas, TX

Laura Williams, MD, MPH, Southern Indian Health Council, Inc., Alpine, CA

Traditional Medicine for Puerto Ricans - TBN

Response Panel: Miguel Saldana, MD, Past President, Mexican/American Hispanic Physicians
Association of South Texas, San Antonio, TX

Sandra Guerra-Cantu, MD, MPH, President, Mexican American/Hispanic Physicians
Association, San Antonio, TX

Jaime Estrada, MD, President, Hispanic Medical Society of San Antonio, TX

Special Meetings During the Conference
NATIONAL NETWORK OF LATIN AMERICAN MEDICAL STUDENTS
HTTP://WWW.NNLAMS.COM/

Friday, March 23, 2007
5:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M. HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL ALUMNI RECEPTION

8:00 P.M. NATIONAL HISPANIC HEALTH PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP NETWORK

Saturday, March 24, 2007
2:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M. NIDDK-NHMA UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT AND RESEARCH MEETING

3:00 P.M. NHMA COUNCIL OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES MEETING

3:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. MEDICAL SCHOOL RECRUITMENT SESSION FOR MINORITY HIGH SCHOOL &
COLLEGE STUDENTS

6

CONTINUING EDUCATION STATEMENTS

CME: The University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio School of Medicine is Accredited by the Accreditation Council for
continuing medical education to sponsor continuing medical education for physicians.

The University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio School of Medicine designates this educational activity for a maximum of 21.25
AMA PRA Category 1 Credits. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

CNE: The University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio, School of Nursing, is an approved provider of continuing nursing
education by the Texas Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on
Accreditation.

This activity meets Type I criteria for mandatory continuing education requirements toward relicensure as established by the Board of Nurse
Examiners for the State of Texas.This education program offers up to 21.25 nursing contact hours.



1411 K Street, NW
Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 628-5895
(202) 628-5898 FAX

National Hispanic Medical Association
(NHMA)

Established in 1994 in Washington, DC, the National Hispanic Medical Association represents

licensed Hispanic physicians.  The mission of the NHMA is to improve health care for Hispanics and the underserved in

the United States. In partnership with the Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service, New York University, NHMA

has the NHMA Leadership Fellowship. Partnering with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Minority

Health, NHMA has started its Obesity and Diabetes Education Project and presented awards to physicians for Hurricane

Katrina efforts. With the U.S. Department of Transportation, NHMA has distributed its Alcohol Screening Toolkit.  In

addition, NHMA partners with the Redes en Accion: Cancer Awareness, Training and Research to develop cancer

researchers, with the California Endowment the NHMA continued the NHMA Capitol Hill Hispanic Health Briefing Series.

We are proud to have partnered with the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, US DHHS, EPA, NHTSA, Robert Wood Johnson

Foundation, Ca Endowment, PhRMA, Aventis, Amgen, GSK and others to sponsor the “National Hispanic Health Leadership

Summit” in August, 2002. We established the NHMA Council of Medical Societies and National Hispanic Health Professional

Leadership Network. This year, NHMA’s Foundation, The National Hispanic Health Foundation opened its office at The

Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service, New York University and had the 3rd Annual National Hispanic Health

Professional Student Scholarship Gala Dinner and awarded eight scholarships.
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